Discussion: Introduction to the Middle East
What was the function of Muslim scholars in society? Were they powerful? And was the Islamic jurisprudence establishment similar to the system of the Catholic Church?
Various functions were played by the Muslim scholars in the society. The Muslim scholars were seen as heirs of the prophet’s knowledge and as such, they were required to act upon that given knowledge. One of the functions of the Muslim scholars is that they were required to teach people their religion and the nature of their morality, faith, and Islamic etiquette. The other function of the Muslim scholars was that of being a good example for the rest to follow through the means of abidance by the commands of Allah (Schmidtke, & Oxford University Press, 2016). They played the role of treating individuals with modesty as well as humbleness.  
The Muslim scholars were considered to be powerful since they were vested with powers from the prophet. The Prophet had allowed them to carry on with his work.
The Islamic jurisprudence was established similarly to the system of the Catholic Church. Both the Muslims and Christians believed that Jesus Christ came to give them the doctrine which they were to follow. The Christians seem to be up today following what Jesus Christ taught, and the Muslims are also following what Prophet Muhammad taught in the past. 
If the Islamic scholars were responsible for religious doctrine, what was the role of the philosophers in society? Which Islamic school of theology did the philosophers adopt and why?
The role of the philosophers in the Islamic society was to teach the society how to systematically interpret the world through reasoning. They taught the people how to approach society as well as the natural world. 
The philosophers adopted the Islamic school of speculative theology (Kalam) because it was based on human freedom of action, oneness and justice of Allah, and the creation of the Quran.  
Give examples of contributions and achievements of different scientists during the Islamic Golden Age.
· The chemical synthesis that was carried out on the naturally occurring compound was invented by Jabir ibn Hayyan.
· Automatic controls were invented by Banu Musa.
· The automatic crank was invented by Banu Musa.  
What was the Sufis’ contribution to society? Give examples of two of these early Sufis.
The Sufis contributed to society by spreading Islam. They devoted their lives as well as gave up their homes to champion the cause of Islam in an amazing way (Schmidtke, et al., 2016).  Some examples of these early Sufis are Aurangzeb, Emir Abdelkader, Izz ad-Din al-Qassam, and Saladin.
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